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NELVIN C. CEPEDA U-T 


The funeral procession for Cal Fire engineer Cory Iverson travels south on Interstate 15 in San Diego County on Sunday. Iverson, 
a 32-year-old North County resident, died Thursday while battling the Thomas fire in Ventura County. 


FIREFIGHTERS SALUTE ONE OF 
THEIR OWN AS FIRE STILL RAGES 


Funeral procession for North County resident winds 
through region; crews continue battling Thomas blaze 


BY CHRISTOPHER WEBER 


Thousands of firefighters tried 
Sunday to shield coastal commu- 
nities from one of the biggest wild- 
fires in California history while a 
funeral procession rolled past 
burn-scarred hillsides in honor of 
a North County firefighter who 
was killed battling the flames. 

Crews cleared brush and dug 
containment lines above hillside 
neighborhoods in Santa Barbara 


CITIZENS’ LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
REVIEW BOARD 
TRYING TO GET 
BACK ON COURSE 


BY JEFF MCDONALD 


After a particularly troubling 
rash of abuse allegations inside 
San Diego County jails, voters in 
1990 passed an initiative creating 
an independent oversight board to 
evaluate complaints against the 
Sheriff’s Department. 

The Citizens’ Law Enforcement 
Review Board received a staff, 
budget and subpoena authority in 
1991. It hired its first executive offi- 
cer early in 1992 and set to work. 

By the mid-1990s, the volunteer 
panel was fielding hundreds of 
complaints a year, meting out dis- 
cipline when founded and issuing 
recommendations designed to 
prevent future misconduct. 

The added scrutiny appeared 
to pay off. Between 1994 and 1995, 
the number of deaths in Sheriff’s 
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County, taking advantage of 
slightly calmer winds a day after 
gusts fanned a flare-up that 
prompted more evacuations. 

“Everything’s holding really 
well,” fire information officer Lisa 
Cox said. “Thousands of homes 
have been saved.” 

While gusts had eased some- 
what, even lower intensity winds 
were still dangerous, she warned. 
The fire northwest of Los Angeles 
was 45 percent contained. 


Television news footage 
showed at least one structure 
burned on property in the wealthy 
enclave of Montecito, and author- 
ities said damage assessments 
could take days. 

Also on Sunday, mourners 
stood on freeway overpasses to pay 
respects to Cal Fire engineer Cory 
Iverson, 32, who died Thursday of 
burns and smoke inhalation. 

The procession began at 10 
a.m. at the Ventura County Medi- 
cal Center and traveled south 
through Ventura, Los Angeles and 
Orange counties. It continued on 
Interstate 15 into San Diego 


County before arriving at El Ca- 
mino Memorial Park in the after- 
noon. 

People stood on freeway over- 
passes along the route saluting, 
waving American flags and snap- 
ping pictures as the procession 
passed. 

Iverson was with a five-engine 
strike team from San Diego and 
died while engaged in a “very ac- 
tive” part of the massive Thomas 
fire just outside Fillmore in Ven- 
tura County, according to Cal Fire. 

Iverson had been with Cal Fire 
since 2009 and worked at a station 
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SENSORS DETECTING GUNSHOTS 
BUT LEADING TO FEW ARRESTS 


BY LYNDSAY WINKLEY 


Soon after a fight erupted in 
front of an Encanto home in No- 
vember, a gun went off. 

The bullets missed their in- 
tended targets, but one pierced 
the front door ofthe house, strik- 
ing an 18-year-old woman inside. 

When the people around her 
called 911, they were told police 
were already on their way. 

A little over a minute earlier, 
officers in the area were in- 
formed by a gunshot detection 
system called ShotSpotter that 
nearly a dozen shots had been 
fired in front of a house on 
Moraea Street. 

The victim, who suffered seri- 
ous but not life-threatening in- 
juries, was rushed to a hospital — 
perhaps a bit earlier than she 
would have been had the system 
not notified police. 

It’s been a year since 
ShotSpotter was installed in four 
communities in southeast San 
Diego. 

Despite few arrests or cases 


WEDNESDAY 
FOOD: Roasted rack of lamb is 
elegant option for entertaining. 


HOWARD LIPIN U-T 


Lt. Manny Del Toro, who reviews ShotSpotter data for the San 
Diego Police Department, stands near a pole-mounted sensor. 


cracked, the San Diego Police 
Department is praising the sys- 
tem for helping them better re- 
spond when guns are fired in 
neighborhoods, which often go 
unreported. 


THURSDAY 
NIGHT+DAY: Where to ring in 
2018 in San Diego County. 


“The great thing about this 
technology is that 100 percent of 
the time, not only did we get noti- 
fied (of gunfire), but we respond- 
ed — and to amore precise loca- 

SEE SHOTSPOTTER « A9 


FRIDAY 
WEEKEND: Hugh Jackman stars 
in “The Greatest Showman.” 


PRESIDENT 

INSISTS HE 

WON’T FIRE 
MUELLER 


Trump's allies intensify 
their campaign to attack 
Russia investigation 


THE WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump on 
Sunday sought to douse specu- 
lation that he may fire special 
counsel Robert Mueller amid anin- 
tensifying campaign by Trump al- 
lies to attack the wide-ranging 
Russia investigation as improper 
and politically motivated. 

Returning to the White House 
from Camp David, Trump was 
asked Sunday whether he in- 
tended to fire Mueller. “No, Pm 
not,” he told journalists, insisting 
that there was “no collusion what- 
soever” between his campaign and 
Russia. 

The president’s comments 
came a day after a lawyer repre- 
senting Trump’s transition team 
accused Mueller of wrongfully ob- 
taining thousands of emails sent 
and received by Trump officials be- 
fore the start of his administration 
— a legal and public relations ma- 
neuver seen as possibly laying the 
groundwork to oust the special 
counsel. 

Trump criticized Mueller for 
gaining access to those emails, 
telling reporters the situation was 
“not looking good.” 

“It’s quite sad to see that,” 
Trump said. “My people were very 
upset about it.” 

Mueller’s spokesman denied 
wrongdoing, and some legal ex- 
perts questioned the claim that 
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CANNABIS 
MARKET 
COULD BE 
CHAOTIC 
AFTER JAN. 1 


Recreational marijuana 
might be hard to find in 
county after it’s legalized 


BY GARY ROBBINS 


These are anxious days in the 
mellow world of marijuana. 

California is dealing with chaos 
and comic opera as it prepares to 
become the latest and largest state 
to sell recreational cannabis, a 
cash crop potentially worth bil- 
lions. 

Regulators have only recently 
chosen which companies will be 
able to sell the drug when adult-use 
weed debuts in licensed stores on 
Jan. 1, from San Diego to Eureka. 

Medical marijuana has been le- 
galin California since 1996. But the 
sale of recreational cannabis dates 
only to November 2016, when it was 
approved by voters. 

The path forward is a bit un- 
clear, leaving retailers to look to 
other cannabis-friendly states for 
reminders of what to do, and what 
to avoid. 

Lessons abound. 

In July, Las Vegas retailers ran 
out of recreational marijuana days 
after the state began selling it. 
Something similar happened in 
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SUNDAY 
ARTS: The best of 2017 in dance, 
music, visual art, theater, books. 


TODAY’S DEAL 


U-T INDEX 


Pay just $20 for $40 toward shoe cleaning and 
repair, plus save an additional 10 percent off all 
clothes alterations and dry cleaning services. Buy 
now at SanDiegoUnionTribune.com/UTDeals. 


Prowl be affer arn Eyeliwsive Holiclay Special 


November asl through December gist 
on select watch brands purchased from 
c] Charles & La Jolla Panerat Boutique 


Call now for details al 858.494.4990 
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